
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

No Other Gospel Justifies Us 
 

Galatians 2:1-21 (NIV)  
1 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. 2 I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with those 
esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in vain. 3 Yet not 

even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 4 This matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on 

the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. 5 We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6 As for those who 

were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not show favoritism—they added nothing to my message. 7 On the contrary, they recognized 
that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. 8 For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle 

to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles. 9 James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship 

when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember 

the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along. 11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came 
from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to 

the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with 

the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish 

customs? 15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith 
in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 17 “But if, in seeking to be justified 

in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a 

lawbreaker. 19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 

died for nothing!”  

Judgment Day is coming. No one knows the day or hour, but God tells us to expect it soon. We will have to stand trial, every single 
one of us. So, what will you say when you are standing before your Maker and he asks you why he should let you into heaven? Is 
your defense: “You know, I’ve been a pretty good person,” or “I know I’m better than this guy,” or “I tried to keep your 
commandments,” or “I went to church a lot”? On that Day, we will have to plead our case, working to make sure all charges against 
us are dropped and that we are let into heaven. But how do we get that justification, that declaration of “not guilty” before God? 
Knowing that our eternal welfare hangs on the answer to this question, Paul presents the case.  

The court is now in session. The honorable Peter (Cephas), James – the half-brother of Jesus, and the Apostle John are presiding. 
Paul gives his opening statement as one who stands justified. God had set Paul apart even while he was in his mother’s womb and 
then called him by grace on the road to Damascus. God called Paul to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that Jesus gave himself for 
our sins to rescue us from the present evil age according to the will of our God and Father. God had accomplished everything to save 
Paul; nothing that Paul did cleared his name before God. This is the Gospel revealed by God. This is the Gospel Paul preached.  

But then the prosecution rose up. “Some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and 
to make us slaves.” (verse 4) They boldly declared, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” (Acts 
15:5) “You still have to have these people do something, Paul. They can’t be justified, declared not guilty, just by what Jesus has 
done. They have to obey his commands. They have to commit to keep his laws. They cannot be saved without doing these things.” 

Paul defends the only Gospel that justifies us. He presents Exhibit A: Barnabas. Barnabas grew up as a Jew, circumcised when he was 
8 days old according to the Old Testament laws that God gave to Moses, and also as a believer in the Messiah who would come and 
crush the devil to take away his sins. He believed that Jesus is that promised Messiah and that what Jesus did took away his sins and 
made peace between him and God. This is how Barnabas was justified, declared not guilty, before God – that Jesus is his Savior, not 
that he was circumcised. If you don’t believe me, examine Exhibit B: Titus. Titus is a Greek, one who did not grow up as a Jew; he’s a 
Gentile. He was not circumcised according to God’s promise and command but came to believe the same as Barnabas that Jesus 
gave up his life for his sins and to rescue him from the present evil age. However, even with this belief, Titus was not compelled to 
be circumcised like his Jewish counterparts, like Barnabas. Both men are evidence that God justifies people based on what he has 
done for them, how he kept the law for them, how he sacrificed his life to clear their names of all charges, not what they have done 
for him, not by circumcision, not by works of the law. By the one and only Gospel, these two men stood equally justified before God.  

The verdict passed down by Peter, James, and John? “They added nothing to my message,” Paul recounted, “[but they] gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me.” (verses 6, 9) The one and only Gospel teaches 
that any person, every person, is justified before God by what God has done for them, never by what they do for God. We “know 
that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that 



we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.” 
(verse 16) The matter was settled; case closed. There is no other gospel that justifies us. 

But hold up a minute! The prosecution gets up. Remember what Peter (Cephas) did after he came to the church in Antioch. He 
stopped eating with the Gentiles. His actions speak in support of a man needing to be circumcised and to follow the laws of Moses 
to be saved. If not, he would have just kept on eating with the Gentiles, but he knew that you still had live by the law of Moses to be 
justified, to be cleared of all charges before God on Judgment Day.  

Paul continues his defense of the Gospel, but not by defending Peter. No, he condemns Peter. Peter, these charges are true. I saw 
them. You made it look like the circumcised Jews were better, holier, more saved than the Gentiles were by only eating with the 
circumcised Jews. Does the Gospel justify us by faith in Christ alone or by works of the law? Are you saved and made holy by what 
you do or by what Jesus did for you? You say one thing, Peter, but do something different. You are a hypocrite!  

“Do what I say, not as I do.” This is the essence of hypocrisy, that we know what to do and yet don’t do it. We say that we should be 
doing these things, but we don’t. This is like wearing a mask, disguising yourself as one thing while you are really something else.  

We wear masks of hypocrisy, don’t we? We give an appearance that we are holy and upright, but if only people saw under the mask. 
What’s my attitude when I come to church on Sunday mornings? Do I look down on people who aren’t as dedicated of a Christian as 
I am, who don’t come to Bible study or Sunday School like I do and my kids do. But at the same time am I just checking my box for 
the week that I made it to church, that I look like a good and holy and perfect Christian to everyone else? Is it the flip side where I 
bring my kids to Sunday School or know that I should but I myself don’t go to Bible study, sending them the message “You need to 
study God’s Word, but I don’t” or that you don’t need to study God’s Word when you’re an adult, just when you’re a kid? Do I talk in 
disgust about how other people sin, shaking my head as if I would never sin like them, yet at the very same time I am breaking the 
8th Commandment, tearing down someone’s reputation instead of building them up in Christ? If only people actually saw what my 
day to day life was like – the struggle, the mess, how often I fail to live up to God’s commands. I am a wretched sinner. That’s why I 
wear the mask. I don’t want you to see just how ugly and evil I am, especially as I don’t even want to admit that to myself.  

God sees through that mask. And he will not accept any of these defenses on Judgment Day: “I’ve been a pretty good person,” or “I 
know I’m better than this guy,” or “I tried to keep your commandments,” or “I went to church a lot.” The phrase Paul uses in verse 6 
“God does not show favoritism” is more literally translated: “God does not receive people by face.” God doesn’t take us and judge us 
merely on the surface level or based on the masks we wear. He looks at the heart. He sees every wrong thought, every selfish 
motivation. He sees how bad we really are while we wear our masks thinking we can hide from him like we do from the rest of the 
world. We are hypocrites. Who can save me? Who can clear me of all my charges before God?  

Paul’s defense of the Gospel rises again as he calls out Peter’s hypocrisy. Take off the mask, Peter, that says you have to do 
something to be saved by God, that we have to be circumcised or eat a kosher diet as if our righteousness before God could be 
gained through the law. If that is how we are saved, then Christ died for nothing! Peter, Galatians, you folks at Light of the Valley, 
live by the one and only Gospel that justifies us, the one and only Gospel that clears all our charges before God because of what 
Christ has done for us, how he gave himself to rescue us from this present evil age, that he did everything to make us worthy to 
before God on Judgment Day. Christ is our defense. There is no other way to stand right before God. There is no other Gospel that 
justifies us.  

Paul gives his closing statement for the Gospel: “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 
died for nothing!” (verses 19-21) God sees through my mask that I put on for the world. By the law, I died. It killed me. That sinful 
nature was crucified with Christ. I cannot be saved by any work I do, any covenant I make, any ordinance I do. It has to be what Jesus 
did. You and me, we are only ever justified before God by faith in Christ. No other Gospel justifies us. The defense rests.  

Certainly someone will level the charge against you and me that we are hypocrites, that we pretend to be holy when we are no 
better than they are, no less of a sinner. And they’re right. We are messed up, sinful, broken people. We don’t defend ourselves; we 
defend what Christ has done for us. God by his grace gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to 
the will of our God and Father. When Judgment Day comes, we stand certain of the verdict: “Not guilty, justified, cleared from all 
charges by what Christ has done.” This is God’s good news. No other Gospel justifies us. Amen.  
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